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ROM. x. 1— 
en my H eart's Defire and 
Prayer 10 Cod for Iſrael Fs, that | 


3 might be * 


Fo 5 our this Time Twelvemonths 
there was a general and 5 

=o Faſt appointed by the King, to 

be obſerved here in this Kingdom 

in a moſt devout and folemn-Manner, upon 

Account of the moſt dreadful, and the moſt 

extenſive Earthquake, that probably ever 

was, and partly felt here ; and upon Account 

of the then Situation of Public Affairs (as to 

the Iſſue of them) of higheſt Importance. 

This important Situation of Public Affairs 

hath as yet not had a proſperous Iſſue; and 

now there is another general and ſolemn Faſt 
appointed by the fame Royal Authority, to 
| A 2 be 


[4] 


be obſerved upon Account of the War with 


bs, and: as an 03 of, their humbling 
themſelves for their Sins under the afflicting 
and correcting Hand .of. God. This Duty 
our Lord and Saviour requires to be per- 


formed by us ini Sineetity : "And if we have 


any Love for-obr- Country, this; will move 
us, on the appointed Faſt, zin lemn Devo- 
tion and due Humiliation, to effer up our 


Heart's Deſires, Supplications, and Prayers, 
for our Country; beſeeching AlthiphitiGot 
that he Won vouchſafe to aveſ deſet 80 
Judgments from it; to bleſs hi "Maj ſty 
Arms both hy des and by Land s thatitePe 
may be reſtgred; and that its Safety and Proſpe- 
Fly: may be ranmneendnk thus expreſſing 


=» fend oy it is in, you, follow: the rt 
_ bar N. oh, Haul. 2 nan tb 
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{Your own particular. Welfare is ſtrongly and 9 
generally connected; and when it is, any how, 
deeply. involved, and entangled in; Sin, and 
in 


* 
. 
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93 
in its Conſequence, Miſery, then Grief ſhould 
teach us all · the Concern that, at preſent, you 
will have for your Country, will be in Pro 
portion to the LO you bear! it, and 'the 
Dangers and Evils it is threatened: with. But 
as threatened and purpoſed Evils of a long 
and ruinous War, and of other public 
Troubles and. Afflictions, will be graciouſly 
averted from us, upon our ſincere Repen- 
tance, by the Hand of Almighty God, ac- 
cording to his moſt gracious Promiſes; ſo to 
move you to ſuch: Sincerity, I ſhall ſpeak of 
what hath been the Conſequence of the dan- 
ger6us; Situation we are in, where Men have 
not repented; noting in what they have 
truſted, and ſhewing how vain their Confi- 
dence hath been; firſt reminding you of this 
certain Truth, that the Ruin of every Nation 
| [that hath been deſtroyed» hath come from itſelf 
| (though it hath' been long before great and 
powerful Nations have brought themſelves 
don to the laſt Period of their Deſtruction) 
yet irreligious and deceitful Hiſtorians, de- 
ſcanting on paſt Facts with their gloſſing Lies, 
have taught their weak Readers to imagine, 
That a People's Proſperity and Safety hath 
4 [ MOOR on this or that Turn in their Affairs, 


on 


=... 
on ſome notable Feat of ſome Warrior or 
other, or the Stratagem of ſore wiſe Poli- 
ticia or other; and that a Nation's Ruin 
| hath come from the deſtructive Ways and 
Means that this or that Uſurper hath been 
led into, or by thoſe violent Means he hath 
been drove to; or by the Oppreſſion and 
Cruelty of this' or that arbitrary or irreligious 
Tyrant; or brought to its Ruin by the ſought- 
| for Aid, or Invaſion of Foreigners. The 
Prophet Hoſez told his Countrymen other= 
wiſe, declaring bis Trath unto them in theſe 
expreſs Words: O Iſrael, thou haft' deſtroyed 
bye. And if we will learn from Holy 
Seripture to look on Hiſtory, the Regi- 
er of Actions paſt, and will make due 
and true Obſervations thereon, we ſhall ſee 
that Almighty God hath always been to a 
righteous, or to a repenting People, a Shield 
and Buckler in their Defence againſt their 
Enemies; and in the Ruin and Deſtruction 
of a rebellious and impenitent Nation, we 
Mall ſee that the Vain and Wicked, in the 
wanton Diſſipation, the extravagant Waſte 
and Spotl of 'a-Country's Wealth that they 
committed in Times of Peace; and in the 
3 and Havocks that they made in 


ind 5 | Times 


421 


Times of War, were but a Sword in the 
Hand of a juſt, good, and merciful God. 
In whatever Countries where Wars have been 
ended and crowned with happy Succeſs, and 
due and laſting Peace, there have been theſe 
© Circumſtances attending them: The People 
of thoſe Countries have been Men of Senſe, -/ 
Men of Property, and Men of Religion too: 
and, as ſuch, they have readily and willinals 
Wa 1 ſerved their Princes, according to their Ca- 
pacities, in their juſt and neceſſary Wars, in 
Defence of their Property; and to this Pur- 
poſe they have left their Wives, and their 
Families, and their ordinary Buſineſs, and 
WM betook themſelves to Arms in the Service of 
WF their Country; and at the End of the Wars, 
s far as was practicable, have returned to 
their peaceable Profeſſions, honeſt Induſtry 
and chearful Diligence; Sobriety, Temper. 
ance, and Moderation; dutiful Obedience 
= to Magiſtrates for Conſcience Sake; filial, 
F parental, and conjugal Affections; the Love 
of Kindred and Neighbourhood, and of ge- 
nerous and cordial Friendſhip. Where theſe 
are, there a Nation ſtands glorious, and ex- 
IF alted in Righteouſneſs above the common 
q Level, of Wk World... Such a People have 


proved 5 


- 
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proved fit Inftrhhelts in Time of War; to 
dorrect the injurious Enemies of their native 
Land, and have bleſſed their Country by 
their virtuous" Valour.” Some” ſuch T 
paſt Chriſtianity hath afforded, in this dark 
and miſerable World; but the Conſequences 
of War are, at all Times, and in general fo ſad; 
that Peace is ever the Deſire of all Men, ex- 
'2 cept of thoſe high, fierce and fiery Spirits who 
ate mad after Conqueſt, or of thoſe baſe and 
vile Men, who are keen and hungry after 
Plunder, and whom diſuſe of Buſineſs and 
Labour hath rendered unwilling to earn their 
Livelihood peaceably, by following any ho- 
neſt Calling and Station in Life. War in 
holy Scripture is deſcribed as a ravenous 
Bird, ſwift to fly at, armed with ſtrong Ta- 
ions to ſeize,” and a bloody Beak to tear, and 
a hungry Stomach to devour its Prey. Not- 
withſtanding it is thus, yet with what unac- 
countable Infatuation have ſome wicked Na! 
tions defiled with ſacred and innocent Blood, 
and loaded with Offences moſt abominable 
in the Sight of God, deceive@ themſelves, 
When they have been long and moſt viſibly 
| threatened. with War, under its worfe ' Cir- 
duniſtances. Somè of the worſe and moſt 
Devon dangerous 


wa 


dangerous aun en of War feng, to 
be theſe: Where an Army hath been long 
mewed up, and, trained to fly at its Prey; 
ſuch an Army, hen it hath been ſet in Mo- e 
tion by ſome inteſtine. Spring, ot hen it 
hath wanted foreign Frey, hath always / 
dug on its dyn D The honour- =» 
8 
} 
$ 


(as may be: want: from paſt Chriſtianity) 


bath not been looked upon as a flaviſh Trade 
1 for Life, but as an, | ER ei _ A 


Man's King and voi ul 111 
98 its 1 fond 
het eee e * War | 
eee Deſtruction to 4 Country, i 
when an Army is müch made up of Alen 
of bad Principles, ſuch as have waſted in 


Kot their ow Property and iSubſtance; and 


have no Regard for their oπ¼un Families; fot 
an Army is not a Place likely to alter Men's 
Principles froni bad to good 55 and Men will 


IF -cvercct according to their Principles, when 


ever: they come to have an Opportunity. 


Where Men have not feared and dreaded 
ſuch Armies, they muſt have put their Con- 
d dence in the Wiſdom and in the Goodneſs 


| | of the Leaders of thoſe Armies, imagining 


WT that:they! aways bd, Led beth 
4 I 110 an 31468 = they 


1 


they always would, reſtrain them from Ay 


mitting Oppreſſions and Outrages. There 
is a moſt remarkable Inſtance of the Ground 


leſſneſs of all over-weaning Confidenee in 
the Leaders of Armies, recorded in hol 
Scripture,” in the Perſon of Haſael;' a great 
and principal Officer of the King of Syria, 
and who afterwards roſe to be King there. 
of: For Eliſpa being ſhewin the Wars and 
THO Wr n bis x 


kindly and humanely afked Eliſba the Cauſe 


of his weeping; and the Prophet told him 


the Cauſe thereof, ſaying, Becauſe I know 
* the Evil that thou-wiltdo unto the Children 
< of Iſrael; their Strong-holds wilt thou ſet 
0 on Fire, and their young Men wilt thou 
« ſlay with the Sword; and wilt daſh their 
Children, and rip up their Women with 
„Child. And Haſael ſaid, But What is 
thy Servant a Dog, that he ſhould do this 

<« great thing? It appears by Haſae!'s Re- 
ply to, and Reſentment of, what El; iſho told 
1 that he was a Man of ſome Generoſity 
and Humanity, of ſome ſuperficial Goodneſs; 
but by what he turned out, that he was at 
5 Bauen a Win and wicked Man. It is d. 
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| wy ſhould be | 
.of in he Preſence of tis Haſael, h e very 
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F ul to:1 ſee from Hiſtory; ' how Men of ſome. 
you Virtue and Goodneſs, through the 

Incidents of War, have proceeded-from one 
by of, Cruelty to another; and how lit- 
* Truſhed 18 0 be put in Man; and What | 
9 gople have ever in the End —— 
1 endured, 21! «who, have put their Truſt in 
Man, and taken Man for their — 
1 * and in their Hearts gone from the Lord. 
7 We, are agoing in our a — 5 
YG cions..and/Prayers, to make this Aek now. 
—— the Lord God of our- Salvation, 
Mata.” e Konfide not; in the, Splendor of 

any, thing that is, great, nor in: the da. 
- + QUL f any thing that is ſtrong here be- 
* low-7,;-1 pray God fot Jeſus Chriſts Sake 
to ird his Gene hat we may [onidenee: 
comes not only from opriLips, en 
„ mer ott 57 onb Rev 2d: 
—_ 0 ito od | Hum aua tl: vrt 
MN — PHER bad ond oceans 
ſance attending the War of any Country, 
and Which hath generally proved deſtructive 

is when they have invited.and called 

into their Aid and Defence, an armed Body 
of Foreigners, receiving them into, and keep- 
ing them in, the Heart of their Country. 
| B 2 There 
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There are many obvious Reaſons that be: x 
fſptak/how ill grounded ſuch Confidence Is; 
ſo that we may well wonder how) atty Na- 
tion could ever thus have laid hold of ſo 


weak a Twig: But where Men turn their 
Eyes from the clear Light of Truth, Error 
ever confounds their Sight with 1 its dazzling 
Blazes and — and thoſe Coun- 


tries Which have been undone by the a 
in of a foreign Army in this Manner, mu 


have imagined that a Number of ſuch armed 


Foreigners hath ſhewn their Enemies their 


Power bew that they came as true Allies 
and Friends to a Country; would not have 


turned out its Enemies; and how that as 


They were called in only upon a Pinch, and 
for a little while, this End obtained 8 'thez 
would have returned Home, the Dove 
their native Land inducing. them heretö. 
The leaſt due Reflection will ſuffiee to fhe w/ 
Why the thus truſting to Foreigners is but 


the trüſting to a broken Staff, that goes in- 


10, e, the Hand: of thoſe that! lea 


reigneis into — Bag, beſpeaks 


Und the Country that calls them in is weak 


or divided, and ſo is rather an Invitation for 
other Edreigners to tey to come and invade 
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it. Though Foreigners come as true Allies 
and Friends, yet their Friendſhip cannot be 
very ſtrong, being deftitute of all thoſe Ties 
which are between Men of the ſame Coun- 
try; the Jealouſies with which they have 
been naturally received, and the Aﬀronts 
with which they have been treated, muſt 
bave often turned ſuch Friends into Ene- 
mies. When States have been reduced thus 
do call in an armed Body of Foreigners a- 
mong them into their Country, freſh Exi- 
gencies muſt have often riſen beſides thoſe 
that were the Occaſions of their calling them 
in, indueing thoſe that called them in to 
Keep them in; ſo the Love fuch Foreigners 
have had för their native Land, and their 
Deſire to return: home thereto, hath been 
abated, by Change of Climate and Way of 
8 living' ae wats ſuch Change hath been 
MN any wiſe for the better, ſuch F oreigners could 

not hate returned Home to their former 
1 e, of diving, without very great Diffi- 
bi Thus 1 have endeavoured to offer 
oF | © to your RefleQion the ſad Situation of Coun- 
1 [ tries that have been undone by War: Now 


it you ſee any Reſemblances in our preſent 


# Situation of Affairs, look on thoſe Reſern- 
Y blances wick the Eye of that Which 
= dire&teth 


? 


1 14 


darkte th us to * believe; hope, and en- 
dure all things, in a ſeemly Manner, in du · 
tiful- Submiſſion. to the Will of God, who 
hath taught and commanded us to do good, 
and to extend our Love much farther than 
to thoſe who . 1 ©: love or to * bs 

1 . may... . to . 
Thoughts from what I have mentioned, I 
will remind you of this, that there are two 
forts. of. Men apt to deceive themſelves more 
than ordinary in troubleſome Times; the 
Rich and the Poor: Rich Men ſtrengthen 
themſclves j in their Riches, that they have ma-. 
ny Dependents, and that they have laid many 
under Obligations to them; poor Men com- 
fort themſelves in their low Situation, hoping 
that the Storm will not blow on, but over 
them. Indeed generally, in ordinary trouble- 
ſome Times, poor Men are ſafe if they meddle 
not; but when the Stormof tempeſtuous Times 
beats with the greateſt Violence, no Man is fafe, ® 
it then comes to be as with the Lender. ſo with | 
the Borrower, | The only true Allay and Cor- 7 
"dial for the Troubles Men ſuffer and endure, 
and are liable to, here in this unſtable World. 
is their N Proſpect of their Happineſs 
5 in 


* 


1153 
in the next; and that we "ſhould not in a 
|. F | Longing and” lingering Manner ſet our Aﬀec- 
tions on things in Earth, but ſet our Aﬀec- 
tions on thoſe things in Heaven, to which we 1 
by are redeemed z the continual paſſing Forms | 
and changing Scenes of human Affairs, from 
Hae perous to troubleſome Times, are often 
in holy Scripture ſet before our View; and 
even the Calms of proſperous Times are no 
| more without their Inconveniences to mor- 
M Man, than- the Storms of troubleſome 
Times; and, in general, that may be af- | 
| firmed of: wicked Nations which is affirmed 5 4 
of wicked and ungrateful Men, that their 
* 52 Aftroed ow”. ” 
r. Paul, when bis made this Decl. 
| tion, that his Heart's Defire and Prayer fo 
| God For Iſrael was,” that they might be ſerved, 
| bore ſome Record of their Zeal of God: 
The Record that ſome very learned, worthy, 
9 and eminent Men have borne of the State 
3 5 © of Religion here in this Country, affords but 
the ſaddeſt Prof pect; and probably the State 
a © of Religion is not much' better in any other 
Country. Our Lord by his prophetic Que- 
F { ftion about ths State of Faith'at his coming, 
4 | foretells that the * Goodneſs, Long- 
= _ . ſuffering, 
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Alibi, and Patience; with Men, ould 


come at laſt to be ſo abuſed and flighted, 4 


that there ſhould ſcarcely be found Faith in 
his Mediation. for Man's Redemption; yet 
ſurely we may hope; that the Light of the 
Goſpel, the Day of theſe laſt Times of this 
World is not ſo far ſpent and gone, and the 
dark tempeſtuous Clouds ſo faſt riſing and 
gathering which will obſcure its Eve, eſpe- 
_ cially that the People of this reformed Coun: 


try are not ſo far turned from the Way of 


Truth into that of Deceit and Darkneſs, but 
that there are many Corneliuſes, many devout 
Soldiers in the Army, whoſe. Prayers are 
beard, and whoſe' Alms are had in Rement- 
brance in the Sight of God; for neither the 
Prayers, nor Alms, nor Arms of a few ſuch, 
can fave a wicked, impenitent, and unre- 


 lenting People; thoſe Crimes ſcandalouſly | 


and publickly committed, which have. de- 
ſtroyed former Nations, muſt and will de- 


ſtroy this, unleſs by Repentanee and Amend- 


ment the foul Stain and Pollation: be done 
"+. eto let) tin: -: oa abb ads 


ET" 

B Y . I 3 6 unto you in this 
Diſcourſe, I would be your, faithful, ,your 
nen Monitor, as is any Duty, in the 


Ways 


8 
* 
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"8 
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Ways of everlaſting Peace. 1 would have . 


you duly forewarned; not. amazedly alarm 
ed; ſuch Alarms belong to the Guilty and 


Impenitent, and hurry them from one falſe 


temporary Remedy to another ; though it is 
better, when in Danger, thus to be 1. 


1 — — ‚—⁰ Saha 


7 Aan not to be be alarmed at all: But I would 


= 
> 


_—_ 


7 lead you from Hope to Hope ; ; ſo that if the 
Mm Times ſhould take ſuch a ſad Turn, that 


you. ſhould have little or no Proſpect of a 


3 Releaſement in them, you might have a well- 
grounded Hope of a happy and glorious Re- 
1 leaſement out of them, ſubmitting to God's 

Will, and truſting to his Goodneſs, as of a 


moſt gracious God, whoſe tender Mercies 


3 are at all Times over all his Works, and who 
s ever nigh to help all thole that call upon 
him faithfully. It is the ſpecial Duty of 
LMiniſters of the Goſpel to take Care not to 


flatter a People under their manifold Provo- 


cations, moſt juſtly deſerving heavy Judgments, 
vith a Prof) pect of any Peace from any Turn 
or Change in their temporal Affairs; ſuch 
vain Proſpects offered to their View tendeth 
1 but to harden them; ſuch Change of Poſture 
4 can no more cure a diſeaſed People, than the 
| turning from Side to Side can cure a ſick 


C Man; 
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Man : A wicked and impenitent People are 


like foul Water; in the calm and peaceable 
Times they fagnate, ferment, and corrupt, 


and in the Storms of War ſtir up their Filth 
and Mire, I ſpeak not this any how in the 


leaſt to abate your Heart's ardent Deſires and 
Prayers to Almighty God, who diſpoſes of 


Kingdoms, who turns and rules the Hearts 


of Kings, for that happy State to your Couri- 
try, the State of Peace, but only to ſhew 


that there is no Peace to the Wicked ; they 
are like the troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt. 


The beſt Intentions, the moſt open and ge- 


nerous Treatment, that the wiſeſt and beſt 


Prince on Earth can rule a People with, 


cannot bring Peace, Proſperity, and Safety, 


unleſs there i is in the People a Love of Vir- 


tue and Religion i in the Way of Truth, and 
Righteouſneſ towards whom ſuch Treatment 
is offered, as well as in the Prince it comes 


from. May Almighty God by his Grace * 
direct our Hearts and Minds, as of thoſe en- 


lightened by the Word of his revealed Will, 


to ſuch Thoughts and Diſpoſitions as will 
beſt fit and prepare us duly to obſerve the | 
appointed Faſt; and graut, that by leading 


the Remainder of our Lives! in the Wär of 


on 4f. 


"T3 


Truth and Righteouſneſs, v we may ſhew 
| that we are Servants of the true and living 
| God, who hath made known to us that he 
hath not required, nor will receive an hypo- 
critical, a mere external Faſt ; but that the 
Nation.who will acceptably faſt to him, muſt 
„ looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs ; undo the 
PM « heavy Burdens; ; let the oppreſſed go free, 
and 1 3 every Voke; deal their Bread 
1 7 to the Hungry, and bring the Poor that 
2 3 are caſt out to their Houſes ; when they 
ſee the Naked, that they cover him, and 
chat they hide not themſelves from their 
= own Fle When ſuch a generous or 
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